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Week Ending Friday, January 5, 1990 


New Year’s Message to the People of 
the Soviet Union 


January 1, 1990 


On behalf of the American people; my 
wife, Barbara; and my family, I bring you 
our warmest greetings. 

A new year is dawning around the world, 
the first year of the last decade of the 20th 
century. And as the world looks back to 
nine decades of war, of strife, of suspicion, 
let us also look forward to a new century 
and a new millennium of peace, freedom, 
and prosperity. 

Of course, there are no maps to lead us 
where we are going, to this new world of 
our own making. We can find our way only 
through cooperation beginning with a 
candid dialog. It is in pursuit of such a 
dialog that I met your President, Mikhail 
Gorbachev, near the island nation of Malta. 
Let me share with you some of the matters 
we discussed. 

First, we agreed to redouble our efforts 
to diminish the horrible threat from weap- 
ons of mass destruction and to pursue with 
other nations an agreement to reduce con- 
ventional forces in Europe. 

Second, we talked about ways we can end 
regional conflicts and alleviate the terrible 
toll in human suffering they bring. 

Third, I want to assure you, as I did your 
President, that the West seeks no advantage 
from the extraordinary changes underway 
in the East. We talked about the magnifi- 
cent efforts of the people of Eastern Europe 
to find a free and democratic future. And I 
told your President that I support the dy- 
namic process of reform in the Soviet 
Union. We will work together to reduce 
barriers to trade, investment, and the free 
movement of goods and ideas. 

In these ways, and as your economic re- 
forms take place, the entry of the Soviet 
Union into the global market can be ad- 
vanced, an historic goal that, once achieved, 
can improve the life of every Soviet citizen. 
But it is our belief that lasting peace and 


prosperity comes from a respect for human 
rights and the sharing of democratic values 
that are deeply rooted in the human spirit. 
Your own Leo Tolstoy said that if our hearts 
are empty, no law or political reform can 
fill them. The real law lives within our 
hearts. These values are not exclusively 
American or Western. They are not the pos- 
session of any people or any domain. They 
belong to all men and women, through all 
time, and in all places. They are the inalien- 
able rights of man. 

Of course, much remains to be done, but 
the progress of the past year gives me confi- 
dence that we are heading in the right di- 
rection. In this, President Gorbachev has 
been a good partner in peace. Given the 
war-torn history of this century, we should 
redouble our efforts to forge a new century 
of peace and freedom. Our nations have 
produced Abraham Lincoln, Leo Tolstoy, 
Martin Luther King, and Andrei Sakharov. 
We have persevered as allies in a terrible 
war. The challenges we face today are no 
less daunting, but with good will and deter- 
mination on both sides, I am confident our 
two peoples will be equal to the task. 

Thank you, God bless you, and have a 
Happy New Year. 


Note: The President’s remarks were recorded 
on December 19 in the Map Room at the 
White House. The message was televised in 
the Soviet Union on January 1. 


Statement on the Tentative Settlement 
of the Labor Dispute Between the 
United Mine Workers and the Pittston 
Corporation 

January 1, 1990 


I am delighted with the news that the 
collective bargaining process has produced 
a tentative agreement that will bring an 
end to the 9-month-old dispute between 
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members of the United Mine Workers and 
the Pittston Corporation. Secretary [of 
Labor] Dole, [Federal mediator] Bill Usery, 
Rich Trumka of the United Mine Workers, 
and Paul Douglas of the Pittston Corpora- 
tion deserve congratulations for their work 
in achieving this agreement. And I want to 
wish the families and communities of the 
mine workers a very happy New Year, as 
they look forward to the benefits of a new 
contract. 


Appointment of Deane R. Hinton as 
United States Ambassador to Panama 


January 2, 1990 


The President today announced the 
recess appointment of Deane Roesch 
Hinton, of Illinois, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, with the personal 
rank of Career Ambassador, as Ambassador 
to the Republic of Panama. He would suc- 
ceed Arthur H. Davis. 

Since 1987 Ambassador Hinton has 
served as the U.S. Ambassador to the Re- 
public of Costa Rica. Prior to this he served 
as Ambassador to the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan, 1983-1987, and as Ambassador to 
the Republic of El Salvador, 1981-1983. 
From 1979 to 1981, he was Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for Economic and Business Af- 
fairs. Ambassador Hinton served as the Rep- 
resentative of the United States of America 
to the European Communities with the 
rank and status of Ambassador Extraordi- 
nary and Plenipotentiary, 1976-1979. In 
1975 he was senior adviser to the Under 
Secretary of State for Economic Affairs. 
Ambassador Hinton has also served as Am- 
bassador to the Republic of Zaire in 1974. 
From 1971 to 1974, he was Assistant Direc- 
tor, then Deputy Director on the Council 
on International Economic Policy at the 
White House. Ambassador Hinton served as 
Director and Economic Counselor at the 
Agency for International Development in 
Santiago, Chile, 1969-1971, and in Guate- 
mala, 1967-1969. 

Ambassador Hinton graduated from the 
University of Chicago (A.B., 1943). He 


served in the U.S. Army, 1943-1945. He 
was born March 12, 1923, in Fort Missoula, 
MT. He is married and has 12 children. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the Chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee Reporting on the 
Cyprus Conflict 


January 2, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Mr. Chairman:) 

In accordance with Public Law 95-384, I 
am submitting to you this bimonthly report, 
covering the period September 1 through 
October 31, 1989, on progress toward a ne- 
gotiated settlement of the Cyprus question. 

Since my last report to you, no formal 
intercommunal negotiations have been 
held. By the end of October, leaders in both 
communities were expressing a willingness 
to return to the negotiating table and to 
work in good faith toward completion of a 
draft outline for a Cyprus settlement. 

To bridge the gap that existed between 
the two sides, the U.N. Secretary General 
met first with Cyprus President Vassiliou in 
New York on October 3 and separately a 
week later with Turkish Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash. A week after this second 
meeting, the Secretary General issued a 
statement indicating that he had ordered a 
review of the entire regotiating situation 
since August 1988, and that once this was 
completed, he would consult again with 
each of the parties with a view to inviting 
them to begin a further round of talks. 

Both Mr. Vassiliou and Mr. Denktash 
used the occasion of their visits to the 
United States to spend two additional days 
in Washington. I met with President Vassi- 
liou when he was here. Secretary of State 
Baker and National Security Advisor Scow- 
croft joined me in that meeting. Mr. Vassi- 
liou also saw separately Members of Con- 
gress, Deputy Secretary of State Lawrence 
Eagleburger, and the U.S. Special Coordina- 
tor for Cyprus. 

Mr. Denktash came to Washington on 
October 12 and 13. He met with Members 
of Congress and the U.S. Special Coordina- 
tor for Cyprus. Deputy Secretary of State 
Eagleburger hosted a luncheon in honor of 
Mr. Denktash. 





In these Washington meetings, officials in 
my Administration stressed to both Cypriot 
leaders our unqualified support for continu- 
ation of the intercommunal negotiating 
process under the aegis of the Secretary 
General. Only this process, we emphasized, 
offered the possibility of success. We there- 
fore urged both parties to return to the 
negotiating table as soon as possible to com- 
plete work on the draft outline for a settle- 
ment. Both parties also were told that the 
United States did not see continuation of 
the status quo as a solution to the Cyprus 
problem. 

We also encouraged the Greek and Turk- 
ish Cypriot leadership to take advantage of 
other opportunities to pursue bicommunal 
cooperation. One such fruitful area is de- 
manning of posts along the buffer zone, 
conducted under the auspices of the U.N. 
Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus, to follow on 
the successful demanning of posts in Nicosia 
agreed to last May. 

In sum, both Cypriot leaders left Wash- 
ington fully aware that U.S. interest in a 
negotiated settlement remained strong and 
that we would continue to give the most 
active support to U.N. efforts to resume the 
intercommunal negotiating process and 
keep it going in a meaningful manner. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Claiborne Pell, chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 


Letter to Benjamin Hooks, Executive 
Director of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People 
January 2, 1990 


On this the first day of a whole new 
decade, Barbara and I send to you our per- 
sonal best wishes for a very happy new year 
and to the NAACP, I send my sincere hope 
that 1990 will be a great year for your most 
prestigious organization. 

The recent bombings make it clear we 
have not totally beaten back the evils of 
bigotry and racial prejudice. We cannot let 
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up in the fight against racism. Please assure 
your members I will see that the Federal 
Government does not let up as it works to 
bring the perpetrators of these hideous 
crimes to justice. 


/s/George Bush 


Note: The original was not available for 
verification of the content of the letter. 


Remarks to the Republican National 
Committee 


January 2, 1990 


Mr. Atwater. See, Mr. President, they un- 
derstand you’re the best chairman this 
party ever had. [Laughter] Ladies and gen- 
tlemen, the leader of our party, and the 
best chairman this party has ever had, 
President George Bush. 

The President. Thank you all. And this 
has been a nostalgic return for me because, 
as Lee generously pointed out, I was chair- 
man of the Republican National Committee 
years ago. And so, when I went back up to 
the fourth floor, it was like Yogi Berra said: 
deja vu all over again. [Laughter] And it 
was a nostalgic return—everything familiar. 
Some things never do change, except, of 
course, the Muzak. [Laughter] 

I just wanted to come up here and really 
just—at the beginning of this year—we 
planned to do it at Christmastime—and I 
wanted to come up here and say thank you 
for all you’ve done to build and strengthen 
this party. And I appreciate it very, very 
much. We are, and proudly remain, the 
party of Lincoln, the Republican Party. And 
I am very grateful for the terrific support 
that you have given our administration—all 
of us, all departments. 

Needless to say that 1989 was the first 
year of new leadership. I’m talking about 
our very able chairman, Lee Atwater—and 
Jeanie Austin, too—both of them doing an 
outstanding job all around this country. And 
I am totally confident that when we look 
back after the upcoming elections—the 
work that they are engaged in and that you 
all are engaged in will clearly pay off. 
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This has been a year of tremendous ex- 
citement and achievement around the 
world, too, a remarkable time of change. 
And when we started the year and our 
work together by my declaring “the day of 
the dictator is over” —words, I believe, from 
the inaugural address—who imagined that 
the peoples of Eastern Europe would so 
swiftly vindicate that call, who imagined 
that Vaclav Havel would start the new year 
by addressing the Czechoslovakian people 
not as a playwright but as the President of 
his country? And in our own Western 
Hemisphere, democracy has spread from 
one country to another. But at the begin- 
ning of my term—not counting Chile, 
which has now had democratic elections— 
but at the beginning of the term, there 
were still three holdout dictatorships in 
Latin America. And thanks to the sacrifice 
and the courage of our American fighting 
men, today there are only two. And we’re 
starting the new year with a free Panama— 
one more step towards a hemisphere that 
hopefully will be one day totally free, total- 
ly democratic. 

I wish all of you could have been with 
me—or, maybe I don’t. [Laughter] Some of 
you might be like me. Seeing these kids in 
the hospital down in San Antonio the other 
day, it was just inspiring—19-year-old, 20- 
year-old with this marvelous, marvelous at- 
titude and approach towards their mis- 
sion—the desire to go back—lying there in 
these hospital beds, wounded, some of them 
very, very seriously. But it was an amazing 
New Year’s present for both Barbara and 
me. And I can’t tell you how grateful I am 
to them and to our military for this superb- 
ly executed, highly complex operation down 
there. 

The year offers us tremendous challenge 
and opportunity on the domestic front, as 
well as in the foreign policy field. But to 
make the most of it, we must get action 
from the United States Congress. And so, I 
would take this opportunity to call on Con- 
gress to pass our Clean Air legislation, our 
proposal, if you will, to harness the power 
of the market to fight acid rain and air 
pollution. And I call on the Congress to pass 
our anticrime package to make the streets 
safer, a step that Congress should have 
taken long ago and that they can now take 
when they return that will really bolster the 


fight against narcotics. And finally, there 
are many other initiatives, but here today 
I'd like to call on Congress to act responsi- 
bly in favor of growth and opportunity and 
to lay aside all the political rhetoric and to 
go ahead and do that which the majority of 
the Congress said they want; and that is to 
cut the capital gains tax, to reestablish a 
capital gains differential, because that will 
mean jobs and opportunity for more Ameri- 
cans. 

So, those are three areas domestically that 
we will be pushing for. There will be 
others, but those are three that I think the 
Congress should adopt as priority. We’ve 
got a great big job ahead of us this year, a 
full agenda, and each of you is critical to 
our efforts. In fact, the work of the national 
committee will be in much clearer focus 
nationally because of the congressional elec- 
tions that are coming up. 

I understand that Lee, generous fellow 
that he is, gave you a couple of days off at 
Christmas and New Year’s. [Laughter] 
Hopefully, time to spend with your families, 
time to recharge the batteries. But now 
we’re back and you’re back, and we need 
you. We need you to face up to the chal- 
lenge of 1990. The work that you’re doing 
here is reflected in the field, and I’ve heard 
so many good reports from Republicans 
around the States about how the national 
committee is really backing them. People 
who see get this sense that the party is on 
the move. And with such a team, I am con- 
fident that this will be a great year, a Re- 
publican year. 

Barbara joins me in wishing you the very 
best. Like Margaret Alexander, we know 
the new year will be prosperous—{laugh- 
ter|—and a great success. I wish she’d light- 
en up just a little, though. I'll tell you, I’m 
getting tired—and so is everybody else— 
helping on this moneyraising. But we want 
to continue—[/aughter|—we want to contin- 
ue—finance section quieted over here. 
[Laughter] No, but we’re very grateful to 
you. And I think I find in my job—some- 
times—we don’t adequately say thanks to 
those that are doing a lot of the heavy lift- 
ing. So, that’s really what this little sojourn 
is all about: to express my confidence in 
Lee Atwater, my confidence in Jeanie 
Austin, my confidence in each one of you 





who is working to strengthen the Republi- 
can Party. It’s going to pay off, you watch, 
in the elections of 1990. 

Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the Capitol Hill 
Club. In his remarks, he referred to Jeanie 
Austin and Margaret Alexander, cochair- 
man and finance director of the committee, 
respectively. 


Nomination of Colin R. McMillan To 
Be an Assistant Secretary of Defense 


January 3, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Colin Riley McMillan to be 
an Assistant Secretary of Defense for Pro- 
duction and Logistics. He would succeed 
Jack Katzen. 

Currently, Mr. McMillan serves as chair- 
man of the board and chief executive offi- 
cer of the Permian Exploration Corp. In 
addition, he serves as managing partner of 
the Three Rivers Ranch and chairman of 
the board of the First Federal Savings Bank 
in Roswell, NM. 

Mr. McMillan graduated from the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina (B.A., 1957). He was 
born July 27, 1935, in Houston, TX. Mr. 
McMillan served in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
1957-1960, and the U.S. Marine Corps Re- 
serve, 1960-1972. He is married, has four 
children, and resides in Roswell, NM. 


Nomination of Tommy G. Thompson 
To Be a Member of the Board of 
Directors of the National Railroad 
Passenger Corporation 


January 3, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Gov. Tommy G. Thomp- 
son to be a member of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the National Railroad Passenger Cor- 
poration for a term of 4 years. He would 
succeed Robert D. Orr. 

Since 1986 Governor Thompson has 
served as Governor of the State of Wiscon- 
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sin. Prior to this he served as an assembly- 
man for the Wisconsin State Legislature 
since 1966. 

Governor Thompson graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison (B.A., 
1963; LL.D., 1966). He was born November 
19, 1941, in Elroy, WI. Governor Thompson 
served as a captain in the U.S. Army. He is 
married, has three children, and resides in 
Madison, WI. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Attack on Roman Catholic 
Religious Workers in Nicaragua 


January 3, 1990 


We deplore in the strongest terms this 
outrageous attack on religious workers and 
extend our deepest sympathy to the fami- 
lies of the victims. This is a tragic incident, 
one that further underscores the need to 
bring peace, stability, and democracy to 
Nicaragua. 

The U.S. Embassy in Nicaragua has been 
in contact with local church officials to 
obtain information, including the Sisters of 
St. Agnes and the Capuchin Fathers. We 
are providing counselor services for the vic- 
tims of the attack. We have no information 
on who is responsible for this attack, and 
we note that the church officials themselves 
have no indication, either. Our Embassies 
in Honduras and Nicaragua are attempting 
to find out further details. The Nicaraguan 
Government has provided no information 
to substantiate its charge that the contras 
launched the attack, and we hope the San- 
dinistas do not seek to obscure this tragedy 
by engaging in a propaganda battle. 

The Nicaraguan resistance has _ con- 
demned the attack. Its military commander 
has stated that the mining region where the 
attack occurred is outside of his force’s 
usual operating area. But he also empha- 
sizes that he has no information on the 
attack. 


Note: The statement was read by Press Sec- 
retary Fitzwater during his daily press 
briefing and was extracted from the tran- 
script of his remarks. 
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Remarks on Signing the Earth Day 
Proclamation 


January 3, 1990 


It’s good to see you all. Well, excuse the 
brief delay. Let me salute these distin- 
guished gentlemen here, Admiral Truly, 
Mike Deland, Bill Reilly. Of course, it’s a 
great, special pleasure to have Senator 
Chafee and Congressman Mo Udall here. 
And welcome to the White House on this 
special occasion. On April 22, 1990, Amer- 
ica will celebrate Earth Day. I’m the guy 
that got mixed up on Pearl Harbor Day— 
[laughter|—so I’ve got to be very careful 
that these people—Dr. Bromley, hi—under- 
stand. [Laughter] 

No, but it is on April 22d that we cele- 
brate Earth Day. And across the country 
citizens will be asked to make a personal 
and collective commitment to the protec- 
tion of the environment, to “think globally 
and act locally.” And April 22d also marks 
the 20th anniversary of the first Earth Day, 
giving each and every one of us a chance to 
reflect on the progress made over the past 
20 years and set the environmental agenda 
for the next decade. 

We've just started a new year. And 20 
years ago this week, on another new year, 
President Nixon signed landmark environ- 
mental legislation—the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act—into law. The historic 
environmental laws of the seventies fol- 
lowed this step—the Clean Air Act, the 
Clean Water Act, the laws regulating pesti- 
cides and toxic substances and hazardous 
waste. And that act created the CEQ 
[Council on Environmental Quality], a voice 
for the environment that’s been revitalized 
now, thanks to Mike Deland. And the EPA, 
established some 20 years ago under the 
leadership of Bill Ruckelshaus, is thriving 
under our able Administrator, Bill Reilly. 

We’ve made much progress in the last 20 
years, spending hundreds of billions of dol- 
lars to make pollution control work. In 1987 
alone, we spent a total of $81 billion, over 
62 of it in the private sector. I’m particular- 
ly proud that in 1989 we were able to take 
a number of new initiatives. We’ve signed 
legislation to protect wetlands and valuable 
waterfowl habitat. We’ve added funds to 
expand our parks, forests, and wildlife ref- 
uges. And we’ve banned the import of 


ivory. And we plan to host an international 
conference on climate change this spring. 
We’ve proposed to phase out CFC’s [chloro- 
fluorocarbons] worldwide and a ban on 
unsafe hazardous waste exports. We’ve pro- 
posed a phaseout of asbestos by 1997. And 
we've introduced the first major overhaul 
of the Clean Air Act in over a decade, the 
most ambitious Clean Air Act proposed by 
any administration. 

We need action on the revisions to the 
Clean Air Act we sent to Congress. The 
package was, in my view, carefully balanced 
to restore clean air for all Americans while 
sustaining job creation and competitiveness 
and economic growth. And I call on the 
Congress now to pass a Clean Air Act 
quickly, carefully, and responsibly—a Clean 
Air Act that harnesses the power of the 
markeiplace to provide future generations 
with a cleaner, safer environment without 
jeopardizing the economy or the jobs on 
which all Americans depend. 

I believe with all my heart that we can 
serve both of these important goals. And if 
the Congress cannot pass a bill that pre- 
serves both, then I would not be able to 
sign it. I'd have to veto it. But the Federal 
Government is only part of the story. It is 
in the city halls and State capitals, in schools 
and in the workplace, in this country and 
around the world that real progress on the 
environment will be made. Environmental 
awareness—it’s really got to be a second 
nature. 

Earth Day can be part of the American 
tradition of private and public leadership 
that will help us reach that goal. In decid- 
ing to make this Earth Day proclamation 
the first proclamation of the new year and 
the new decade, I might add, I want to 
make this point: Earth Day—and every 
day—should inspire us to save the land we 
love, to realize that global problems do 
have local solutions, and to make the pres- 
ervation of the planet a personal commit- 
ment. 

I now take great pleasure in signing this 
proclamation, recognizing April 22d, 1990, 
as Earth Day. So, come on over. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:11 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Richard H. 





Truly, Administrator of the National Aero- 
nautics and Space Administration; Michael 
R. Deland, Chairman of the Council on En- 
vironmental Quality; and D. Allan Brom- 
ley, Science Advisor to the President and 
Director of the Office of Science and Tech- 
nology Policy. 


Proclamation 6085—Earth Day, 1990 
January 3, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The world’s natural resources sustain not 
only the economic and social development 
of nations, but the entire spectrum of life 
on Earth. In our natural surroundings, we 
find breathtaking beauty and order—reflec- 
tions of the magnificent designs of our Cre- 
ator. Environmental problems, on the other 
hand, reveal the tragic consequences of our 
failure to cherish and protect these wonder- 
ful gifts. 

Twenty years ago, on January 1, 1970, 
then-President Nixon signed the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 into law. 
This legislation signalled our Nation’s grow- 
ing concern about the state of the environ- 
ment and set forth important Federal 
policy goals. Today, another decade is un- 
folding before us—the third since America’s 
strengthened commitment to protecting 
our natural resources. As we enter the 
1990s, it is fitting that we pause once again 
to assess the state of our environment. 

Tremendous progress has been made 
during the past 20 years in addressing envi- 
ronmental problems, yet great challenges 
remain. Many scientists are concerned that 
a buildup of certain gases in the atmos- 
phere may cause significant climate 
changes with serious, widespread conse- 
quences, and there is growing evidence 
that the stratospheric ozone layer is gradu- 
ally being depleted. Problems such as acid 
rain, deforestation, ocean pollution, and the 
improper disposal of toxic wastes also pose 
threats to the health of our planet. That is 
why, as we welcome the promise of a new 
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decade, we must strengthen and renew our 
commitment to environmental protection. 
While some of the challenges before us 
have changed, our responsibilities are the 
same today as those recognized 20 years 
ago. As a nation, we must acknowledge that 
our environment and economy are interde- 
pendent. We must also go beyond the tradi- 
tional regulatory role of government and 
continue to seek solutions that embrace all 
sectors of society in preventing pollution 
and ecological damage before they occur. 
The first Earth Day helped increase dra- 
matically public awareness of ecological 
issues. Across the country, millions of 
people rallied to express their concerns 
about pollution and to learn how they could 
help clean up and protect the environment. 
Thanks to the educational programs and 
volunteer programs established since then, 
many Americans now are more faithful 
stewards of our precious natural resources. 
Today the United States is a leader in 
environmental protection. We have made 
important progress toward improving air 
quality through enforcement of the Clean 
Air Act, the phasing out of leaded gasoline, 
and more stringent fuel efficiency standards 
for automobiles. We have expanded our 
parks, wildlife refuges, and wilderness areas. 
We have made major advances in protect- 
ing our lakes, rivers, and streams; and we 
have begun to clean up once-neglected 
toxic waste sites. The United States has also 
been a leader in the worldwide effort to 
study and address global climate change. 
Through our participation in the Intergov- 
ernmental Panel on Climate Change, we 
are working to promote environmental safe- 
guards not only at home but also abroad. 
Today we vow to press on with this vital 
work. On the day he signed the National 
Environmental Policy Act, President Nixon 
said the 1970s “must be the years when 
America pays its debt to the past by re- 
claiming the purity of its air, its waters, and 
our living environment.” Today I say the 
1990s must be the years when we not only 
pay our debt to the past, but also fulfill our 
obligation to protect this earthly home for 
generations yet unborn. 
To heighten public awareness of the need 
for active participation in the protection of 
the environment and to promote the forma- 
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tion of an international alliance that re- 
sponds to global environmental concerns, 
the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
159, has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim Sunday, April 22, 1990, as 
Earth Day. I call upon the people of the 
United States to observe this day with ap- 
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi- 
ties designed to promote greater under- 
standing of ecological issues. I also ask the 
American people to rededicate them- 
selves—in their practices as consumers and 
citizens—to protecting the environment. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of January, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 1:14 p.m., January 4, 1990] 


Remarks by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Announcement of the Surrender 
of General Manuel Noriega to United 
States Authorities in Panama 


January 3, 1990 


General Scowcroft [Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for National Security Affairs] notified 
the President at approximately 6 o'clock 
this evening that preliminary word had 
reached SOUTHCOM that General Noriega 
was willing to give himself up sometime 
tonight. We, of course, could not be sure 
that it would actually occur. 

President Bush remained in the Resi- 
dence until Secretary [of Defense] Cheney 
called him at approximately 9 o’clock this 
evening to say that General Noriega was in 
our custody. The President immediately 
came to the Oval Office to work on re- 
marks, which he will be presenting to you 
in just a few minutes. I will give a 2-minute 
warning in just a second. 


The President will not take questions fol- 
lowing his statement, but General Maxwell 
Thurman, commander of SOUTHCOM, will 
hold a briefing in Panama on the details of 
the situation. General Thurman’s briefing 
will follow the President’s statement very 
soon. We'll be right back. 


Note: Press Secretary Fitzwater spoke at 
9:35 p.m. in the Briefing Room at the 
White House. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 


Remarks Announcing the Surrender of 
General Manuel Noriega to United 
States Authorities in Panama 


January 3, 1990 


On Wednesday, December 20th, I or- 
dered U.S. troops to Panama with four ob- 
jectives: to safeguard the lives of American 
citizens, to help restore democracy, to pro- 
tect the integrity of the Panama Canal trea- 
ties, and to bring General Manue! Noriega 
to justice. All of these objectives have now 
been achieved. 

At about 8:50 p.m. this evening, General 
Noriega turned himself in to U.S. authorities 
in Panama with the full knowledge of the 
Panamanian Government. He was taken to 
Howard Air Force Base in Panama, where 
he was arrested by DEA [Drug Enforce- 
ment Administration]. A U.S. Air Force C- 
130 is now transporting General Noriega to 
Homestead Air Force Base, Florida. He will 
be arraigned in the U.S. District Court in 
Miami on charges stemming from his previ- 
ous indictment for drug trafficking. 

I want to thank the Vatican and the 
Papal Nuncio in Panama for their even- 
handed, statesmanlike assistance in recent 
days. The United States is committed to 
providing General Noriega a fair trial. Nev- 
ertheless, his apprehension and return to 
the United States should send a clear signal 
that the United States is serious in its deter- 
mination that those charged with promot- 
ing the distribution of drugs cannot escape 
the scrutiny of justice. 

The return of General Noriega marks a 
significant milestone in Operation Just 
Cause. The U.S. used its resources in a 





manner consistent with political, diplomat- 
ic, and moral principles. 

The first U.S. combat troops have already 
been withdrawn from Panama; others will 
follow as quickly as the local situation will 
permit. We are now engaged in the final 
stages of a process that includes the eco- 
nomic and political revitalization of this im- 
portant friend and neighbor, Panama. 

An economic team under the direction of 
Deputy Secretary of State Eagleburger and 
Deputy Secretary of Treasury Robson is just 
returning from Panama. A team of experts 
has remained on hand there to assess the 
full range of needs. We will continue to 
extend to the Panamanian people our sup- 
port and assistance in the days ahead. 

Panamanians, Americans both have sacri- 
ficed much to restore democracy to 
Panama. The Armed Forces of the United 
States have performed their mission coura- 
geously and effectively, and I again want to 
express my gratitude and appreciation to all 
of them. And I want to express the special 
thanks of our nation to those servicemen 
who were wounded and to the families of 
those who gave their lives. Their sacrifice 
has been a noble cause and will never be 
forgotten. A free and prosperous Panama 
will be an enduring tribute. 

Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:40 p.m. in 
the Briefing Room at the White House. 


Memorandum on Multilateral Loans to 
China 


January 3, 1990 


Presidential Determination No. 90-6 


Memorandum for the Secretary of the 
Treasury 


Subject: Determination Pursuant to Title I 
of the Foreign Operations, Export 
Financing, and Related Programs 
Appropriations Act, 1990 


Pursuant to provisions appropriating sums 
for the International Development Associa- 
tion in Title I of the Foreign Operations, 
Export Financing, and Related Programs 
Appropriations Act, 1990, I hereby certify 
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that the International Development Asso- 
ciation has not provided any new loans to 
China since June 27, 1989. 


This determination shall be published in 
the Federal Register. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:36 p.m., January 4, 1990) 


Note: The memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on January 
4. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Multilateral Loans to China 


January 3, 1990 


— 

As required by Title I of the Foreign Op- 
erations, Export Financing, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act, 1990, I have 
determined that the International Develop- 
ment Association has not provided any new 
loans to China since June 27, 1989. 


This determination, a copy of which is 
enclosed, shall be published in the Federal 
Register. 


Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Clai- 
borne Pell and Jesse Helms, chairman and 
ranking Republican member of the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations, respective- 
ly; Patrick J. Leahy and Robert W. Kasten, 
Jr, chairman and ranking Republican 
member of the Senate Subcommittee on For- 
eign Relations, respectively; Henry B. Gon- 
zalez and Chalmers P. Wylie, chairman and 
ranking Republican member of the House 
Committee on Banking, Finance, and 
Urban Affairs, respectively; and David R. 
Obey and Mickey Edwards, chairman and 
ranking Republican member of the House 
Subcommittee on Foreign Operations, re- 
spectively. The letter was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on January 4. 
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Proclamation 6086—National Law 
Enforcement Training Week, 1990 


January 3, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Our Nation’s law enforcement officers are 
entrusted with the responsibility of main- 
taining law and order in our communities 
and protecting the lives and property of 
their fellow Americans. It is a tremendous 
responsibility, one that often entails great 
personal risk and _ sacrifice. Tragically, 
during the past 10 years alone, more than 
1,500 law enforcement officers have been 
killed in the line of duty. 

The selfless men and women who serve 
our Nation as law enforcement officers are 
on the front lines in the war against crime. 
As they work to fight illicit drug trafficking 
and other crimes, law enforcement officers 
are obligated to conduct their activities 
within the rule of law, ensuring the public 
safety while, at the same time, respecting 
the constitutional rights of private citizens. 
Their success is made possible, in large part, 
by the knowledge and professionalism offi- 
cers gain as a result of extensive training. 

Law enforcement training focuses on how 
officers can identify criminals and bring 
them to justice through improvements in 
administrative procedures, investigative 
methods, and technical capabilities. Scientif- 
ic training in the use of computers, in ballis- 
tics, toxicology, auditing procedures, psy- 
chological profiling, and other disciplines 
has helped increase the accuracy and effec- 
tiveness of efforts to identify persons en- 
gaged in criminal conduct. Recent advances 
in technology and the study of deoxyribonu- 
cleic acid (DNA) have the potential to yield 
still more reliable means of identifying— 
beyond a doubt—the perpetrators of crimi- 
nal acts. These exciting advances can also 
help law enforcement officers exonerate the 
innocent. 

Such sophisticated methods and technolo- 
gy are vital in the fight against today’s so- 
phisticated, complex crime. By equipping 
officers with the knowledge and skills they 
need, law enforcement training helps them 
to protect our homes, businesses, and com- 
munities. This week, we recognize the dedi- 
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cated men and women who provide this 
training, as well as the hardworking individ- 
uals who participate in it. 

The Congress, by Public Law 101-59, has 
designated the week of January 7, 1990, 
through January 13, 1990, as “National Law 
Enforcement Training Week” and has au- 
thorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this 
week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of January 7, 
1990, through January 13, 1990, as National 
Law Enforcement Training Week. I urge 
the people of the United States to observe 
this week with appropriate exhibits, cere- 
monies, and activities, including programs 
designed to heighten the awareness of 
young people of career opportunities in law 
enforcement and related disciplines. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of January, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:49 p.m., January 4, 1990] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on January 4. 


Nomination of Malcolm S. Forbes, Jr., 
To Be a Member of the Board for 
International Broadcasting, and 
Designation as Chairman 


January 4, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Malcolm S. Forbes, Jr., to 
be a member of the Board for International 
Broadcasting for a term expiring April 28, 
1992. This is a reappointment. Upon confir- 
mation he will be designated Chairman. 

Currently, Mr. Forbes serves as president 
and chief operating officer of Forbes, Inc., 
and deputy editor in chief of Forbes maga- 
zine. Prior to this he served as vice presi- 
dent and secretary of Forbes, Inc. Mr. 





Forbes graduated from Princeton Universi- 
ty (B.A., 1970). He was born July 18, 1947, 
in Morristown, NJ. Mr. Forbes served in the 
New Jersey National Guard, 1970. He is 
married, has five children, and resides in 
Bedminster, NJ. 


Nomination of Three Members of the 
National Council on Disability, and 
Designation of Chairman 


January 4, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate the following individuals: 


Sandra Swift Parrino, of New York, to be a 
member of the National Council on Disability 
for a term expiring September 17, 1992. This is 
a reappointment. Upon confirmation she will 
be designated Chairman. Currently, Mrs. Par- 
rino serves as Chairman of the National Coun- 
cil on Disability in Washington, DC. Mrs. Par- 
rino received a bachelor of arts degree from 
Briarcliff College. She was born June 22, 1934, 
in New Haven, CT. Mrs. Parrino is married, 
has three children, and resides in Briarcliff 
Manor, NY. 

Mary Matthews Raether, of Virginia, to be a 
member of the National Council on Disability 
for the remainder of the term expiring Sep- 
tember 17, 1991. She would succeed Phyllis D. 
Zlotnick. Mrs. Raether attended the University 
of Texas. She was born June 17, 1940, in New 
Orleans, LA. Mrs. Raether is married, has two 
children, and resides in McLean, VA. 

Alvis Kent Waldrep, Jr., to be a member of the 
National Council on Disability for a term expir- 
ing September 17, 1992. This is a reappoint- 
ment. Currently, Mr. Waldrep serves as found- 
er, president, and chief executive officer of 
Kent Waldrep National Paralysis Foundation in 
Dallas, TX. Mr. Waldrep attended Texas Chris- 
tian University. He was born March 2, 1954, in 
Austin, TX. Mr. Waldrep is married, has one 
child, and resides in Plano, TX. 


Notice on the Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Libya 

January 4, 1990 


On January 7, 1986, by Executive Order 
No. 12543, President Reagan declared a na- 
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tional emergency to deal with the unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national se- 
curity and foreign policy of the United 
States constituted by the actions and poli- 
cies of the Government of Libya. On Janu- 
ary 8, 1986, by Executive Order No. 12544, 
the President took additional measures to 
block Libyan assets in the United States. 
The President transmitted a notice continu- 
ing this emergency to the Congress and the 
Federal Register in 1986, 1987, and 1988. 
Because the Government of Libya has con- 
tinued its actions and policies in support of 
international terrorism, the national emer- 
gency declared on January 7, 1986, and the 
measures adopted on January 7 and January 
8, 1986, to deal with that emergency, must 
continue in effect beyond January 7, 1990. 
Therefore, in accordance with Section 
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50 
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing the nation- 
al emergency with respect to Libya. This 
notice shall be published in the Federal 
Register and transmitted to the Congress. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
January 4, 1990. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:53 p.m., January 4, 1990) 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate on the 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Libya 
January 4, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emergen- 
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the 
automatic termination of a national emer- 
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergen- 
cy is to continue in effect beyond the anni- 
versary date. In accordance with this provi- 
sion, I have sent the enclosed notice, stating 
that the Libyan emergency is to continue in 
effect beyond January 7, 1990, to the Feder- 
al Register for publication. A similar notice 
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was last sent to the Congress and the Feder- 
al Register on December 28, 1988. 

The crisis between the United States and 
Libya that led to former President Reagan’s 
declaration of a national emergency on Jan- 
uary 7, 1986, has not been resolved. The 
Government of Libya continues to use and 
support international terrorism, in violation 
of international law and minimum stand- 
ards of human behavior. Such Libyan ac- 
tions and policies pose a continuing unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national se- 
curity and vital foreign policy interests of 
the United States. For these reasons, I have 
determined that it is necessary to maintain 
in force the broad authorities necessary to 
apply economic pressure to the Govern- 
ment of Libya to reduce its ability to sup- 
port international terrorism. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Statement on Receiving the Report of 
the President’s Advisory Committee on 
the Points of Light Initiative 
Foundation 


January 4, 1990 


It is with a great deal of pleasure that I 
have today received the report of the Presi- 
dent’s Advisory Committee on the Points of 
Light Initiative Foundation. 

Last summer I announced a three-part 
strategy to make community service central 
to the life and work of every individual, 
group, and organization in America. To 
help to implement this strategy, I an- 
nounced that the Points of Light Initiative 
Foundation would be formed. I asked Gov. 
Tom Kean of New Jersey to head a commit- 
tee to advise me on the structure of the 
Foundation and on the legislation needed 
to accomplish its goals. At the same time, 
the White House Office of National Service 
has developed recommended goals for the 
Foundation. 
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In addition to Governor Kean, this distin- 
guished Presidential Advisory Committee is 
composed of Edward A. Brennan, chairman 
and chief executive officer of Sears, Roe- 
buck & Co. and chairman of the board of 
governors of the United Way; Norman A. 
Brown, president and chief programming 
officer of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation; 
Frances Hesselbein, national executive di- 
rector of the Girl Scouts of the United 
States of America; and Vernon E. Jordan, 
Jr., senior partner of the law firm of Akin, 
Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld and former 
president of the National Urban League. 

I am committed to making community 
service national policy of the highest priori- 
ty. Drug abuse, illiteracy, homelessness, 
AIDS, environmental decay, and hunger 
must no longer be seen as someone else’s 
problems for someone else to solve. To be 
“a point of light” is to measure your own 
success by what you do for someone else. 
Community service must become part of 
our daily pattern of living. 

I am confident that the report I have 
received today from this distinguished 
group of Americans will assist us greatly in 
achieving these worthy goals. 


Note: The following are excerpts from the 
fact sheet that described seven “critical mis- 
sion areas” that the White House Office of 
National Service identified in its recom 
mendations for the Foundation. The fact 
sheet was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on January 4, 1990. Additional 
information on the Points of Light Initiative 
and these “critical mission areas” can be 
found in the fact sheet published on June 22, 
1989, in Volume 25, Number 25, of the 
Weekly Compilation of Presidential Docu- 
ments. 


Points of Light Action Groups 


Mission: To engage individuals from all 
walks of life and diverse groups and organi- 
zations who may never have worked to- 
gether before in collaborating with one an- 
other to solve community problems. 

a. To develop Points of Light Action 
Groups in all 50 States to deterrnine press- 
ing community problems, identify and mo- 
bilize community resources, and deploy 
them against these problems. Such groups 





would consist of new or strengthened part- 
nerships among businesses, professionals, 
unions, schools, religious organizations, non- 
profits, clubs, associations, and concerned 
individuals. 

b. These groups will serve as catalysts for 
community action and as new engines for 
social change. 


Youth Engaged in Service to America (YES) 


Mission: To engage every young person, 
aged 5-25, in community service. 

a. The Foundation will identify model 
community service projects in organizations 
of which young people are a part (schools, 
churches and synagogues, neighborhood or- 
ganizations, clubs, etc.) and encourage simi- 
lar organizations to replicate them. 

b. The Foundation will help create youth 
service projects in a limited number of pilot 
areas (to be determined by the Board) that 
engage a wide variety of local groups and 
organizations and provide models which 
communities can replicate throughout the 
nation. 

c. Every significant sector of American 
society (corporate, professional, labor, reli- 
gion, nonprofits, clubs, and associations, 
etc.) not yet involved in youth development 
will work with young people to devise com- 
munity service initiatives or participate in 
existing projects which are led by young 
people. 


One-to-One Relationships 


Mission: To form one-to-one mentoring 
relationships with people in need. 

The Foundation will target a limited 
number of communities (to be determined 
by the Board) in which intensive efforts will 
be undertaken through the collaboration of 
a wide variety of community-based groups 
and organizations to develop one-to-one re- 
lationships with virtually every single indi- 
vidual in need. 


Media Leadership/Support 


Mission: To devote the distinctive capa- 
bilities of the local and national news and 
entertainment media to persuading people 
to engage in community problem solving. 

a. Every segment of the news and enter- 
tainment media (e.g., television, newspa- 
pers, magazines, radio, cable, motion pic- 
tures) will provide examples of media 
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groups and/or organizations that highlight 
community service continuously, spotlight 
successful service initiatives, profile out- 
standing community leaders, and inform 
the public of how to engage in community 
service. 

b. In addition, in partnership with the 
Advertising Council, the Foundation will 
develop a nationwide advertising campaign 
to develop a new perspective on our social 
problems, to increase public awareness of 
the importance of community service, and 
to catalyze community action. 

c. The Foundation will also create a 
mechanism to provide regular satellite 
feeds to local television stations containing 
stories about highly successful and news- 
worthy community service leaders and de- 
velopments, and a wire print service to dis- 
seminate such information to local print 
media. 


Finance/Resource Acquisition 


Mission: To obtain the necessary re- 
sources from the private and public sectors 
to support the activities of the Foundation. 

The Foundation will raise at least $25 
million from the private sector in financial 
contributions and additional in-kind contri- 
butions. Also, the Foundation will seek $25 
million in congressional funding. 


The President’s News Conference 
January 5, 1990 


General Noriega and Panama 


The President. This morning I met with 
the Attorney General Dick Thornburgh to 
discuss the legal process related to the pros- 
ecution of General Noriega. We are com- 
mitted to a fair trial and to providing all the 
protections guaranteed by the United States 
Constitution and laws. The Attorney Gener- 
al assures me that our case is strong, our 
resolve is firm, and our legal representa- 
tions are sound. 

Our government is not seeking a deal 
with Noriega. Our policy remains that we 
brought him to this country for prosecution. 
I will be ever mindful of this legal process 
in the days ahead and will not comment on 
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any aspect of this prosecution or any mat- 
ters that could even inadvertently affect the 
outcome of this case. And I’m going to ask 
others from this administration to do the 
same. 

Deputy Secretary of State Eagleburger 
and Deputy Secretary of Treasury Robson 
have just given me a report on the econom- 
ic reconstruction efforts in Panama. The 
first action that the United States took after 
General Noriega was removed from power 
was to release some $400 million in money 
that was withheld by virtue of our econom- 
ic sanctions, sanctions which are now being 
lifted—$140 million, I believe, is already in 
Panama. The revitalization of the Panama- 
nian economy is a major priority in the 
months ahead, as are our efforts for human- 
itarian assistance. And I would say here: 
I’ve been very grateful for the medical sup- 
plies that have gone to Panama. 

I can report today that considerable 
progress has been made so far in returning 
Panama to a normal state of affairs. The 
new government has taken charge, and 
President Endara is working tirelessly to 
meet the needs of his people. Both Under 
Secretary [Deputy Secretary] Robson and 
Eagleburger were very high in their praise 
of Mr. Calderon, Mr. Ford and, of course, 
President Endara. They’re discussing hous- 
ing programs, business development, bank 
loans that will help spur economic growth. 
We are committed to be a part of that proc- 
ess. 

I want to assure all of the countries of 
Latin America that United States policy re- 
mains one of a friendly, supportive, and re- 
spectful neighbor. We have worked hard 
and intensively to consult bilaterally and 
multilaterally with Latin America, and we 
will continue to do that. I personally will be 
involved in that. At the Latin American 
summit in Costa Rica, I pledged that we 
would work with the countries of this hemi- 
sphere to build a better life for their citi- 
zens. Our policy of cooperation is firm. Yes- 
terday I had a lengthy discussion with 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonz4lez of Spain, 
who is so well respected in this hemisphere 
as well. And I share his deep, personal in- 
terest in seeing that the countries of this 
hemisphere pull together on behalf of de- 
mocracy and economic freedom. 
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I know the yearnings of my fellow leaders 
in this hemisphere, leaders in Latin Amer- 
ica, and I believe they will support the new 
government of Panama and they will sup- 
port the United States as we work together 
in this hemisphere. I’ve asked the Vice 
President, Dan Quayle, to visit a number of 
these Latin American countries within the 
next several weeks, to personally deliver 
this message. I view this as very, very im- 
portant diplomacy. And I am determined 
not to neglect the democracies in this hemi- 
sphere. Some have felt that we were so 
infatuated with the change in Eastern 
Europe that we were in the process of ne- 
glecting this hemisphere, and that is not the 
case. And the Quayle trip, in my view, will 
help. I have been undertaking consultations 
directly with leaders since I’ve been Presi- 
dent. I will resume that, as I said, and the 
Vice President will be in a position to ex- 
plain very clearly not only U.S. policy but 
our aspirations for Panama and, indeed, for 
this entire hemisphere. 

So, that’s where we are, and I’d be glad 
to take a few questions. 

Q. Mr. President, you said that the Gov- 
ernment is not seeking any kind of a deal 
concerning Noriega. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Does that mean that you are irrevoca- 
bly ruling out any reducing of charges, in- 
creasing of charges? And also, since the in- 
dictment runs from ’81 to ’86 and you had 
many contacts, apparently, with Panama 
during that period, were you ever aware of 
any drug activities on the part of Noriega? 

The President. On the first part of the 
question, there’s no such plan. The man’s 
entitled to whatever is granted him under 
our law. So, there isn’t any such plan. 

Secondly, I have made some statements 
in reply to your second question, so punch 
it in the computer. And Ill have nothing 
more to say about it because I do not want, 
even inadvertently, to prejudice this case. 
But my actions are, in my view, totally un- 
related. 

Q. Mr. President, with General Noriega 
out of Panama and safely in custody in this 
country, it seems like you may have a diffi- 
cult choice in deciding how to maintain 
order in Panama. Do you envision keeping 
a U.S. military peacekeeping force there 





beyond the usual contingent of 12,000 
troops, or would you like to see the Pana- 
manian Defense Forces reconstituted? 

The President. One, I'd like to see their 
police forces, whatever emerges, reconsti- 
tuted. Two, we will get our forces that went 
in out as soon as possible. Three—I will just 
say this because your question obviously un- 
derstands this, but to those listeners out 
there, SOUTHCOM has had a force there. 
And that force, under the treaty, will 
remain there. But the answer is: We want 
to get those additional augmented forces 
out as soon as possible, and we will. 


Secret Diplomacy 


Q. Mr. President, I’d like to try to follow 
up a question you were asked when you 
were here last about secrecy and the two 
missions by General Scowcroft to China. As 
I’m sure you may be aware, Secretary of 
State Baker was asked about what we then 
thought was the first China mission on one 
of the weekend talk shows, and he indicat- 
ed that it was, indeed. It turned out to be 
the second. He has since acknowledged 
quite openly that his answer was false and 
that he felt constrained to give that answer 
to protect the secrecy of the mission. And I 
wondered first, sir, whether you felt it was 
worth it for him to have to do that? And 
second, whether that sort of thing is accept- 
able in your administration? 

The President. Well, let me simply say 
that some things will be conducted in secre- 
cy. And I know you don’t like it. Your busi- 
ness is to get everything out in the open. 
And my business is to conduct the foreign 
affairs of this country in the way I think I 
was elected to, and for the most part, that 
will be in the open. But this move into 
Panama was held in secrecy, and I think 
the American people understand that. 

My move to send people to China was 
controversial. Some think that the best way 
to make change for human rights in China 
is isolation: don’t talk to them; try to punish 
them by excommunication. I don’t feel that 
way, and so, I asked these people to go 
forward. And I don’t think Jim Baker would 
ever deliberately mislead somebody, and so, 
I will stand with him. 

Q. Sir, I believe he indicated that he felt 
he had to do that and that he knew what he 
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was doing—that he had to do it. And I won- 
dered how you felt about it. 


The President. Ask him about it. I support 
my Secretary of State. 


General Noriega of Panama 


Q. You talk about your concern about 
prejudicing the case; but as you well know, 
you have called Noriega a thug, and other 
people in the administration have gone fur- 
ther. You’ve said he’s poisoning our chil- 
dren. Haven’t you already done that 
and—— 


The President. 1 think I’ve heard all 
kinds of characterizations of him in the 
press, columnists, even commentators, 
Presidents, Members of the United States 
Congress. He is now in custody. Time for 
rhetoric is over. Time for answering hypo- 
thetical questions that might prejudice the 
trial is over. I would go back, Lesley [Lesley 
Stahl, CBS News], to help you on that, to 
Watergate, where there were hearings held, 
charges made over and over again, edito- 
rials written and voiced; and yet the people 
received a fair trial. So, Iam convinced that 
our system of justice is so fair that the 
person will get a fair trial. But I can tell 
you, from my standpoint, I am going to 
bend over backwards and not answer hypo- 
thetical questions or not do anything that 
might prejudice that. 

Q. Can I have a followup, please? I want 
to actually follow up on Helen [Helen 
Thomas, United Press International]. 


The President. Now, that’s a separate ques- 
tion. [Laughter] 

Q. But it’s a followup. Reducing of 
charges—are you saying that if he wants to 
go for that, if he wants to try to go for 
reducing of charges, that we will entertain 
itP You said—— 


The President. No, I’m not saying that. I’m 
saying he has a right to do what he wants and 
let the legal process determine how that 
should work out. 

Q. You’re not ruling it out. 

The President. Well, 'm not ruling it in. 
I’m just saying he’s got his rights and we 
ought not to stand up here and try to 
define narrowly what they are. 
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Response to U.S. Military Action in 
Panama 


Q. Mr. President, based on your opening 
remarks and your comments about the Vice 
President’s trip, it would indicate that 
you're concerned about relations with Latin 
America. Has the actions you’ve taken set it 
back? 

The President. To some degree I am 
concerned because I am well aware of how 
our friends south of our border, including 
my friend President Salinas, look at the use 
of American force anywhere. So, I am con- 
cerned about it. I think it’s something that’s 
correctable because I think they know that 
I have tried a lot of consultation, that we 
have exhausted the remedies in this par- 
ticular case of multilateral diplomacy. But 
given the history of the use of U.S. force, I 
would be remiss if I didn’t face up to the 
problem that we must go forward diplo- 
matically now to explain how this President 
looks at the protection of American life; 
that we acted, in our view, well within our 
rights, but that we will continue consulta- 
tion. But look, I felt strongly about the pro- 
tection of American life. So, we’ve got to 
get them to understand that this isn’t a shift 
away from what some had termed exces- 
sively timid diplomacy. 

Q. Well, Mr. President, wouldn’t that in- 
dicate that actually you were continuing old 
American policies that have upset the 
people in Latin America? 

The President. Well, if there is that per- 
ception, then it’s up to me and the Secre- 
tary—and in this instance, the Vice Presi- 
dent’s trip takes on enormous importance— 
to convince the people of the truth. And 
that is that we are not reverting to just a 
willful—what’s the word I’m groping for 
here—use of force that has no rationale. But 
when it comes to the protection of Ameri- 
can life, please, our friends south of the 
border, understand this President is going 
to protect it. 

I'll tell you one thing that’s helped on 
this, to the degree there is a problem at all, 
and that is the way the Panamanian democ- 
racy is now starting to move forward, the 
certification of the three people who had 
been deprived of their right to hold office 
by the previous regime. That’s been of 
enormous help. And then I think the other 
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thing is the public reception in Panama for 
our action. It has been overwhelming— 
overwhelming. 

Q. On that, sir, Lee Atwater, the chair- 
man of the RNC [Republican National Com- 
mittee], says Panama is a political jackpot 
for you and it could well wipe out the dis- 
enchantment, for example, for the way you 
handled China. Without saying that’s why 
you went into Panama, sending troops in, is 
one effect of it that it is a political jackpot? 

The President. Well, Jesse Jackson doesn’t 
think so. He talked to my wife. And so, 
there’s differences of opinion on that. But I 
didn’t do something for political reason. 
That’s not the reason I do that. I did it to 
protect American life. A President’s called 
on to take certain actions. We’re not going 
in to try to furbish a political image; that’s 
ridiculous. 

Q. Having said that, though, have you 
now neutralized the Democrats on foreign 
policy? Is this the last time [Senate Majority 
Leader] George Mitchell can ever accuse 
you of having a timid foreign policy? 

The President. Knowing George, he'll 
find a reason, he’ll find a way. And that’s 
his job. Look, we’re going into an election 
year. But I want to try, if I can, to separate 
the response. And he’s been supportive of 
this; let’s give the man credit. But I don’t 
think it’s laid to rest or put off bounds any 
criticism of the President by Democratic 
opposition, if that’s the question—no, abso- 
lutely not. 


Future American Military Action and 
Withdrawal of U.S. Forces From Panama 


Q. Mr. President, do you anticipate that 
the bulk of the additional combat troops 
sent into Panama will indeed be out by the 
end of this month, as some administration 
officials have saidP And secondly, and more 
broadly, do you now see an expanded role 
for the American military in small, regional 
issues like this one, or more particularly in 
the war against drugs, since there was a 
strong connection to this operation? 

The President. 1 see no parallel between 
the situation here, where American lives 
are at stake and you had an indicted person 
who usurped power and declared war 
against the United States—I don’t think you 





can draw a parallel between that unique 
situation and then other countries. 

What was the other part of it? 

Q. The bit about whether you see these 
additional combat troops able to come 
home, all of them. 

The President. As soon as possible. And I 
have made clear to the Secretary of De- 
fense [Richard B. Cheney], to the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs [Colin L. Powell], who is 
down in Panama right now, I believe that 
this is what we should do, this is what they 
themselves want to do. Some U.S. forces 
that went in are already out. So, I would 
look for an early return. 

Q. General timeframe? 

The President. Can’t help you. But as 
soon as General Powell gets back, we'll 
have a more 


Legal Justifications for U.S. Military 
Action in Panama 


Q. What about the international law im- 
plications? Isn’t this something that you are 
also going to talk to the Latin American 
countries? 

The President. Absolutely. 

Q. Isn’t this setting a precedent? What is 
the explanation behind it? 

The President. The right to protect 
American lives granted under the U.N. 
Charter. And we will protect lives of citi- 
zens, and we will go forward with that. The 
State Department, as I understand it, has 
already spelled that out. But I think you 
raise a good point. Yes, we should make 
very clear why we acted and under what 
authority we acted as we did. 


Future American Military Action 


Q. Mr. President, you just described 
Panama as a unique case. And I’d just like 
to ask you sort of a philosophical question. 
If the criteria you listed here—protecting 
American lives, having exhausted all the 
other diplomatic options—presented them- 
selves again, should we look in a Bush Presi- 
dency for more such deployments in mili- 
tary force if your criteria were met? 

The President. Yes, if you can spell out 
what the criteria is, and then if you can 
look to the future to see the situation sur- 
rounding it. I can’t visualize another situa- 
tion quite this unique. But let me just say 
when American life is threatened—we were 
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concerned in El Salvador, for example. A 
civilian hotel could well have been occu- 
pied by a guerrilla force that would have 
threatened American life. That concerned 
me. And indeed, we moved forces not in 
some macho way but to try to protect the 
lives of American citizens. But I think most 
people understood that. But, David [David 
Hoffman, Washington Post], I don’t see an- 
other reai parallel here looming on the ho- 
rizon at all. 


China-U.S. Relations 


Q. Mr. President, back to the issue of 
China. Your decision to send emissaries to 
China carried some cause for you. Have you 
seen any payoff yet? Have you had any re- 
sponse from the regime there that is pro- 
ductive or encouraging for youP 

The President. Well, it does carry some, 
and I think some who are familiar with the 
situation have been quite supportive—and 
some quite critical; I will admit that. As I 
indicated, some favor isolation: don’t talk, 
and let them come to us. I think one of the 
great things that happened to us under the 
Shanghai communique and prior to that is 
the fact that we had a kind of contact and 
they began to help facilitate the changes 
and the reforms that have taken place. So, I 
want to see those go forward again. 

Is that responsive? I can’t remember—— 

Q. Let me ask you specifically: Are we 
close to a resolution on the issue of the 
dissidents who are 

The President. | don’t know the answer 
to that. I don’t know the answer to that. 
They know my position, and it is one of 
adherence to human rights, I might add. 
The thing I object to about this whole one 
is the assigning of motives to the other 
person. You can question the tactics, but I 
refuse to let my political critics get me 
down in terms of they understand human 
rights and I don’t. 

I want to see, through the contacts that 
we've made, change that can be manifested 
in several ways. Now, there has been some. 
The Voice of America, for example, now 
has—they have a person permitted to go 
there. There’s been a reiteration of the sale 
of missiles which we are very much in 
our—I think in the interest of peace in the 
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world. So, there’s been progress. I would 
like to hope that there would be more. 


Independence Movements Within the 
Soviet Union 


Q. Mr. President, as you know, Mikhail 
Gorbachev has been visiting the Baltics in 
his country to deal with the growing inde- 
pendence or autonomy movement there. 
Have you encouraged him to allow those 
movements to continue, or do you consider 
that essentially an internal affair of the 
Soviet Union? 

The President. Well, he’s got his own in- 
ternal affairs, but he knows of our advocacy 
of peaceful change. And to the man’s 
credit, he has been the big advocate of 
peaceful change. He has been the advocate 
of reform. I mean, you’ve got to link it, 
Jerry [Gerald Sieb, Wall Street Journal], to 
Eastern Europe to some degree. And I real- 
ize—and we can discuss this—that the prob- 
lems are different. But give the credit that I 
don’t think any of us a year ago from this 
day would have given in terms of Gorba- 
chev adherence to change, given the dy- 
namic upheaval in Eastern Europe. 

Now, he’s facing problems inside the bor- 
ders of the Soviet Union—the Baltics, re- 
cently this other one—and he keeps reiter- 
ating his conviction about peaceful change. 
So, I support that. But we did have an op- 
portunity to discuss in broad philosophical 
terms this question at Malta. 

Q. Are you confident as a result that 
there’s not going to be a crackdown? 

The President. I'm certainly not buying 
into the hypothesis that there will, and I 
hope that this approach that he has taken— 
for which we give credit—will prevail. 


Attack on Religious Workers in Nicaragua 


Q. Yes, Mr. President, several times today 
you’ve made reference to the US. right 


to—indeed, your obligation to protect 
American lives. Today an American nun is 
being buried here in the United States. 
Even the Catholic order she represented 
there in Nicaragua claims that she was 
killed by contra forces. 

The President. ——did 
heard. 

Q. Representatives of that group say the 
contra forces have been known to operate 
in that area using those tactics, and perhaps 


claim that? I 
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they didn’t recognize the pickup truck that 
they were driving in. What do we know 
about who may have killed those nuns, and 
what are you doing to communicate to the 
contra—are you trying to call them off? 

The President. Well, we're not calling 
them off because we don’t know they were 
called on. And I’m interested in your hy- 
pothesis because you're telling me _ that 
some have concluded that it was the con- 
tras. The contras have denied that. Some 
have suggested it might be the other side. 
And the answer is: I deplore the loss of that 
nun’s life. And similarly, there was another 
that I believe was killed that was a Nicara- 
guan there. And I deplore that loss of life. 
But it is murky. It is extraordinarily murky, 
similar to the situation in El Salvador. 

But I want to take this opportunity to 
speak out against it. But we don’t know the 
answer to it. And in El Salvador, we’ve said: 
Find out. We’ll give you whatever technical 
assistance we can. And we want to find the 
answer to this question. 

Q. But you’re not confident then that the 
contras didn’t—— 

The President. 1 don’t know the answer 
to your question. They’ve said they didn’t. 
Others are accusing them. And I don’t 
know, and I don’t think our government 
knows. I’d share it with you if they did. 


Combat Assignments for Women in the 
Military 

Q. Mr. President, in Panama we saw 
women leading troops in combat for the 
first time. Are you comfortable with women 
in that role, and would you support changes 
in restrictions on women in combat? 

The President. No, I'd willingly listen to 
recommendations from the Defense De- 
partment. But these were not combat as- 
signments. But anytime you have a highly 
trained, gung-ho volunteer force and 
they’re caught up in some of the firefights 
that went on, a person, man or woman, can 
be put into a combat situation. 

But it’s my understanding, and I think 
[Secretary of Defense] Cheney took a ques- 
tion on that today—that these were not 
combat roles. And so, I would let the heroic 
performance of these people be weighed 
and measured and then see if the Defense 





Department wanted to recommend to the 
President any additional changes. 


Soviet-U.S. Relations 


Q. Do you have assurances from Moscow 
that the operation in Panama won’t hurt 
U.S.-Soviet relations? 

The President. Well, they didn’t seem 
overly enthused about it, by Mr. Gerasi- 
mov’s [Chief of the Information Depart- 
ment of the Foreign Ministry of the Soviet 
Union] statement. But on the other hand, I 
don’t agree with him at all. But I don’t 
think it’s going to fundamentally flaw the 
relationships between ourselves and the 
United States [Soviet Union]. 


Response to U.S. Military Action in 
Panama 


Q. Do you think that the Latin leaders 
have been hypersensitive to the—given the 
fact that in back channels, apparently, 
they’ve been supportive of the invasion? 
Can you say if that is correct? And then also 
because of that, do you think they’re hyper- 
sensitive in their public statements about 
U.S. force in the region? 

The President. 1 like to feel that, given 
the way the situation is resolved, there is 
more support than has manifested itself in 
votes at the United Nations or in public 
statements. The Vice President’s trip will 
help on this. My own consultations will help 
give me a clearer answer to your question. 
But I am absolutely convinced, given what 
happened and the reason why it happened, 
that if there’s damage I can repair it, we 
can repair it, the State Department and 
whoever else is involved can repair it. 

Q. But is it hypersensitive, their reaction 
so farP 

The President. 1 think predictably so. 

Q. Mr. President, some countries think 
the precedent now of Panama—feel that 
their sovereignty might be violated if the 
United States pursues drug dealers in their 
countries. And there has been some change 
in laws that they are worried about this, in 
the sense of the CIA, the FBI going out, 
being able to apprehend people outside the 
United States territory. 

The President. And so, the question is 
what? 
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Q. Do these countries have reason to be 
worried that the precedent of Panama 
might serve as—— 

The President. Oh. Panama was more 
than that. Panama had, clearly, other ingre- 
dients that caused American action. It 
wasn’t a simple case of going after a person 
who had been indicted for narcotics. And 
we know you had the abortion of democra- 
cy, but you also had this threat to the lives 
of Americans. 


Television Coverage of News Conferences 


The President. Let me do something in 
conclusion that may be a little risky. And 
it’s a housekeeping detail and it relates 
mainly to television. 

I got a lot of mail after the last press 
conference, I had some calls, because when 
I was speaking here in this room, juxta- 
posed against my frivolous comments at the 
time were some split-screen technique. It 
showed American lives—the bodies of dead 
soldiers, the caskets of dead soldiers coming 
home. And I would respectfully request 
that if the urgency of the moment is such 
that that technique is going to be used, if I 
could be told about and we'll stop the pro- 
ceedings—or if it’s something less traumat- 
ic. But that one—I could understand why 
the viewers were concerned about this. 
They thought their President at a solemn 
moment like that didn’t give a damn. And I 
do. I do. I feel it so strongly. So, please help 
me with that if you would. Thank you all 
very much. 


Note: The President’s 32d news conference 
began at 1:08 p.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 


Remarks on Signing the Proclamation 
Granting Poland Special Trade Status 
Within the Generalized System of 
Preferences 


January 5, 1990 


Let me just welcome the Secretary of 
State and, of course, Secretary Mosbacher 
and Derwinski. It’s a great pleasure to have 
Carla Hills here—Ambassador Hills, our 
USTR—Chairman Boskin, the head of our 
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economic advisers. Who am I missing? We’ll 
get to the Ambassador in just a minute. Ed 
Derwinski, I mentioned. Let me just give a 
special welcome today, Mr. Ambassador, to 
you, Ambassador Kinast, and just say how 
pleased we are you're here. 

The past year has been one of outstand- 
ing change in Eastern Europe. One country 
after another has embarked upon it, each in 
its own way, down the path of peaceful, 
democratic reform. But it was the brave 
people of Poland, under the banner of Soli- 
darity, that led the way, beginning with the 
roundtable agreement of last spring and 
continuing with the formation of the first 
non-Communist government in Eastern 
Europe in more than 4Q years. Poland has 
blazed the trail, the freedom trail. 

And so, I’m here today to fulfill one of 
the pledges that I made during my visit to 
Poland in July, granting the nation access to 
our Generalized System of Preferences, the 
GSP. This special GSP treatment means 
that Polish exports will enjoy the most liber- 
al access possible to the American market, 
and it will pave the way for increases in 
Polish exports to the United States, a vital 
contribution to Poland’s economic recovery. 
It’s going to open the door for investment, 
trade, and the interaction of two free peo- 
ples. And it’s among the most important 
steps we could possibly take to help the 
people of Poland. And yet this measure is 
just one of many steps that the United 
States and our economic partners are taking 
to help Poland at this historic moment. 

Let me outline just one other of these 
steps, if I might. As you know, in response 
to a request made last September by the 
new Polish government, I pledged that the 
United States would extend a $200 million 
grant as our contribution to a $1 billion 
stabilization fund to support Poland’s eco- 
nomic reform program. Well, I said that I 
would encourage our economic partners to 
contribute the remaining $800 million so 
that Poland’s needs would be fully met. 
And now I’m pleased to announce that on 
January 2d our goal was met in full. We 
joined our economic partners in the Group 
of 24, pledging to the Polish Government a 
fund of more than $1 billion, all to back its 
ambitious economic stabilization and 
reform program. 
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The United States now has developed a 3- 
year economic assistance program for 
Poland totaling more than $1 billion. And of 
this, nearly half will be provided this year 
alone in the form of grants. And take note: 
The total financial commitments that we 
and our economic partners have made to 
Poland now add up to more than $8 billion. 
And that’s $8 billion in Western economic 
assistance to Poland. Poland is not at the 
end but the beginning of a process of eco- 
nomic recovery and democratic change. 
The road they face is not an easy one. But 
the Polish people have already shown the 
courage and determination that they need 
to meet the challenges ahead. We will not 
let them face these challenges alone. 

So, let me say it again, as I said out in 
Hamtramck last April: Poland is not alone; 
America stands with you. And now let me 
make all of this official, Mr. Ambassador. 

Well, let me just at least say Happy New 
Year to everybody. I know our other guests 
would like to do that. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:04 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Secretary of 
State James A. Baker III; Secretary of Com- 
merce Robert A. Mosbacher; Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs Edward Jj. Derwinski; 
United States Trade Representative Carla A. 
Hills; Michael J. Boskin, Chairman of the 
Council of Economic Advisers; and Polish 
Ambassador Jan Kinast. 


Proclamation 6087—To Amend the 
Generalized System of Preferences 


January 5, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


1. Pursuant to section 502 of the Trade 
Act of 1974, as amended (the 1974 Act) (19 
U.S.C. 2462), and having due regard for the 
eligibility criteria set forth therein, I have 
determined that it is appropriate to desig- 
nate Poland as a beneficiary developing 
country for purposes of the Generalized 
System of Preferences (GSP). 





2. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2483) authorizes the President to embody 
in the Harmonized Tariff Schedules of the 
United States (the HTS) the substance of 
the provisions of that Act, and of other Acts 
affecting import treatment, and actions 
thereunder. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, acting 
under the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and the statutes of the United 
States, including but not limited to sections 
502 and 604 of the 1974 Act, do proclaim 
that: 

(1) General note 3(cXiiXA) to the HTS, 
listing those countries whose products are 
eligible for benefits of the GSP, is modified 
by inserting in alphabetical order in the list 
of independent countries “Poland”. 

(2) Any provisions of previous proclama- 
tions and executive orders inconsistent with 
the provisions of this proclamation are 
hereby superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

(3) The amendments made by this procla- 
mation shall be effective with respect to 
articles both: (i) imported on or after Janu- 
ary 1, 1976, and (ii) entered, or withdrawn 
from warehouse for consumption, on or 
after the date of publication of this procla- 
mation in the Federal Register. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of January, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:52 p.m., January 5, 1990) 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate on Granting 
Poland Special Trade Status Within the 
Generalized System of Preferences 


January 5, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
I am writing to inform you of my intent 
to add Poland to the list of beneficiary de- 
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veloping countries under the Generalized 
System of Preferences (GSP). 


The “Support for East European Democ- 
racy Act of 1989,” P.L. 101-179, which I 
signed into law on November 28, 1989, 
amended Title V of the Trade Act of 1974 
to allow Poland to be considered for GSP 
designation. I have carefully examined 
Poland under the criteria identified in sec- 
tions 501 and 502 (b) and (c) of the Trade 
Act of 1974, as amended. In light of these 
criteria, and particularly Poland’s ongoing 
political and economic reforms, I have de- 
termined that it is appropriate to extend 
GSP benefits to Poland. 


This notice is submitted in accordance 
with section 502(aX1) of the Trade Act of 
1974, as amended. 


Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Nomination of Anthony H. Flack To 
Be a Member of the National Council 
on Disability 


January 5, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Anthony Hurlbutt Flack to 
be a member of the National Council on 
Disability for a term expiring September 
17, 1991. He would succeed John F. Mills. 


Currently Mr. Flack serves as president of 
his own firm, Anthony H. Flack & Associ- 
ates in Connecticut. He was awarded the 
Bell Award for Outstanding Service in the 
field of mental health at the Bridgeport 
Chapter of the Connecticut Association of 
Mental Health. Mr. Flack attended Brown 
University. He was born September 7, 1923, 
in Greenwich, CT. Mr. Flack has two 
daughters and resides in Norwalk, CT. 
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Nomination of Richard F. Hohlt To Be 
a Member of the Board of Directors of 
the Student Loan Marketing 
Association 


January 5, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Richard F. Hohlt to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
Student Loan Marketing Association. He 
would succeed Donald E. Roch. 

Currently Mr. Hohlt serves as senior vice 
president of government affairs at the 
United States League of Savings Institutions 
in Washington, DC. Prior to this he served 
as executive assistant to United States Sena- 
tor Richard G. Lugar. Mr. Hohlt graduated 
from Milliken University (B.S., 1970). He 
was born December 4, 1947, in Indianapo- 
lis, IN. Mr. Hohlt served in the Air Force 
Reserves, 1970-1976. Currently, he resides 
in Alexandria, VA. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Allocation of Disaster Relief 


Funds for Areas Affected by the San 
Francisco Earthquake and Hurricane 
Hugo 

January 5, 1990 


At the direction of the President, the 
Office of Management and Budget is today 
distributing $184.6 million from the Presi- 
dent’s Unanticipated Needs for Natural Dis- 
asters Account. On October 26, 1989, the 
President signed the second continuing res- 
olution for fiscal year 1990, which provided 
$2.85 billion in disaster relief funds for 
areas affected by the San Francisco earth- 
quake and Hurricane Hugo. Of the $2.85 
billion, $250 million was made available to 
the President to meet, at his discretion, un- 
anticipated needs arising from both disas- 
ters. 

The funds released today will be distrib- 
uted primarily in California and South 
Carolina and be used for a variety of pur- 
poses including school reconstruction; 
debris removal; transfer of patients to VA 
hospitals from damaged facilities; repair of 
damage to Federal parks, forests, wildlife 
refuges, and medical facilities; forest fire 
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prevention; and stabilization of historic 
properties. Agencies receiving funds today 
include the Departments of Agriculture, 
Veterans Affairs, Education, Interior, and 
Defense and the General Services Adminis- 
tration. The President has previously au- 
thorized distribution of $20 million from 
the account for earthquake preparedness 
planning and research activities at the Fed- 
eral Emergency Management Administra- 
tion, the U.S. Geological Survey, the Nation- 
al Science Foundation, and the National In- 
stitute of Standards and Technology. 

After distribution of the funds today, 
$45.4 million will remain in the President’s 
Unanticipated Needs for Natural Disasters 
Account. This contingency reserve will 
enable the President to respond to unantici- 
pated disaster relief needs which continue 
to be identified as recovery from the disas- 
ters proceeds. 


Note: Background information outlining 
the allocation of the funds from the Presi- 
dent’s Unanticipated Needs for Natural Dis- 
asters Account was attached to this press 
release. 


Executive Order 12699—Seismic Safety 
of Federal and Federally Assisted or 
Regulated New Building Construction 


January 5, 1990 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, and in further- 
ance of the Earthquake Hazards Reduction 
Act of 1977, as amended (42 U.S.C. 7701 et 
seq.), which requires that Federal prepared- 
ness and mitigation activities are to include 
“development and promulgation of specifi- 
cations, building standards, design criteria, 
and construction practices to achieve appro- 
priate earthquake resistance for new ... 
structures,” and “an examination of alterna- 
tive provisions and requirements for reduc- 
ing earthquake hazards through Federal 
and federally financed construction, loans, 
loan guarantees, and licenses. " (@& 
U.S.C. 7704(f) (3), (4)), it is hereby ordered 
as follows: 





Section 1. Requirements for Earthquake 
Safety of New Federal Buildings. 

The purposes of these requirements are 
to reduce risks to the lives of occupants of 
buildings owned by the Federal Govern- 
ment and to persons who would be affected 
by the failures of Federal buildings in earth- 
quakes, to improve the capability of essen- 
tial Federal buildings to function during or 
after an earthquake, and to reduce earth- 
quake losses of public buildings, all in a 
cost-effective manner. A building means 
any structure, fully or partially enclosed, 
used or intended for sheltering persons or 
property. 

Each Federal agency responsible for the 
design and construction of each new Feder- 
al building shall ensure that the building is 
designed and constructed in accord with 
appropriate seismic design and construction 
standards. This requirement pertains to all 
building projects for which development of 
detailed plans and specifications is initiated 
subsequent to the issuance of the order. 
Seismic design and construction standards 
shall be adopted for agency use in accord 
with sections 3(a) and 4(a) of this order. 

Sec. 2. Federally Leased, Assisted, or Reg- 
ulated Buildings. 

The purposes of these requirements are 
to reduce risks to the lives of occupants of 
buildings leased for Federal uses or pur- 
chased or constructed with Federal assist- 
ance, to reduce risks to the lives of persons 
who would be affected by earthquake fail- 
ures of federally assisted or regulated build- 
ings, and to protect public investments, all 
in a cost-effective manner. The provisions 
of this order shall apply to all the new con- 
struction activities specified in the subsec- 
tions below. 

(a) Space Leased for Federal Occupancy. 
Each Federal agency responsible for the 
construction and lease of a new building for 
Federal use shall ensure that the building is 
designed and constructed in accord with 
appropriate seismic design and construction 
standards. This requirement pertains to all 
leased building projects for which the 
agreement covering development of de- 
tailed plans and specifications is effected 
subsequent to the issuance of this order. 
Local building codes shall be used in design 
and construction by those concerned with 
such activities in accord with section 3(a) 
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and 3(c) of this order and augmented when 
necessary to achieve appropriate seismic 
design and construction standards. 

(b) Federal Domestic Assistance Pro- 
grams. Each Federal agency assisting in the 
financing, through Federal grants or loans, 
or guaranteeing the financing, through loan 
or mortgage insurance programs, of newly 
constructed buildings shall plan, and shall 
initiate no later than 3 years subsequent to 
the issuance of this order, measures consist- 
ent with section 3(a) of this order, to assure 
appropriate consideration of seismic safety. 

(c) Federally Regulated Buildings. Each 
Federal agency with generic responsibility 
for regulating the structural safety of build- 
ings shall plan to require use of appropriate 
seismic design and construction standards 
for new buildings within the agency’s pur- 
view. Implementation of the plan shall be 
initiated no later than 3 years subsequent to 
the issuance of this order. 

Sec. 3. Concurrent Requirements. (a) In 
accord with Office of Management and 
Budget Circular A-119 of January 17, 1980, 
entitled “Federal Participation in the De- 
velopment and Use of Voluntary Stand- 
ards,” nationally recognized private sector 
standards and practices shall be used for the 
purposes identified in sections 1 and 2 
above unless the responsible agency finds 
that none is available that meets its require- 
ments. The actions ordered herein shall 
consider the seismic hazards in various 
areas of the country to be as shown in the 
most recent edition of the American Na- 
tional Standards Institute Standards A58, 
Minimum Design Loans for Buildings and 
Other Structures, or subsequent maps 
adopted for Federal use in accord with this 
order. Local building codes determined by 
the responsible agency or by the Interagen- 
cy Committee for Seismic Safety in Con- 
struction to provide adequately for seismic 
safety, or special seismic standards and 
practices required by unique agency mis- 
sion needs, may be used. 

(b) All orders, regulations, circulars, or 
other directives issued, and all other actions 
taken prior to the date of this order that 
meet the requirements of this order, are 
hereby confirmed and ratified and shall be 
deemed to have been issued under this 
order. 
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(c) Federal agencies that are as of this 
date requiring seismic safety levels that are 
higher than those imposed by this order in 
their assigned new building construction 
programs shall continue to maintain in 
force such levels. 

(d) Nothing in this order shall apply to 
assistance provided for emergency work es- 
sential to save lives and protect property 
and public health and safety, performed 
pursuant to Sections 402, 403, 502, and 503 
of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act) (42 
U.S.C. 5170a, 5170b, 5192, and 5193), or for 
temporary housing assistance programs and 
individual and family grants performed pur- 
suant to Sections 408 and 411 of the Staf- 
ford Act (42 U.S.C. 5174 and 5178). Howev- 
er, this order shall apply to other provisions 
of the Stafford Act after a presidentially de- 
clared major disaster or emergency when 
assistance actions involve new construction 
or total replacement of a building. Grantees 
and subgrantees shall be encouraged to 
adopt the standards established in section 
3(a) of this order for use when the construc- 
tion does not involve Federal funding as 
well as when Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency (FEMA) funding applies. 

Sec. 4. Agency Responsibilities. (a) The 
Director of the Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency shall be responsible for re- 
porting to the President on the execution of 
this order and providing support for the 
secretariat of the Interagency Committee 
on Seismic Safety in Construction (ICSSC). 
The ICSSC, using consensus procedures, 
shall be responsible to FEMA for the rec- 
ommendation for adoption of cost-effective 
seismic design and construction standards 
and practices required by sections 1 and 2 
of this order. Participation in ICSSC shall be 
open to all agencies with programs affected 
by this order. 

(b) To the extent permitted by law, each 
agency shall issue or amend existing regula- 
tions or procedures to comply with this 
order within 3 years of its issuance and plan 
for their implementation through the usual 
budget process. Thereafter, each agency 
shall review, within a period not to exceed 
3 years, its regulations or procedures to 
assess the need to incorporate new or re- 
vised standards and practices. 
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Sec. 5. Reporting. The Federal Emergen- 
cy Management Agency shall request, from 
each agency affected by this order, informa- 
tion on the status of its procedures, progress 
in its implementation plan, and the impact 
of this order on its operations. The FEMA 
shall include an assessment of the execution 
of this order in its annual report to the 
Congress on the National Earthquake Haz- 
ards Reduction Program. 

Sec. 6. Judicial Review. Nothing in this 
order is intended to create any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforcea- 
ble at law by a party against the United 
States, its agencies, its officers, or any 
person. 


George Bush 
The White House, 
January 5, 1990. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:08 p.m., January 8, 1990) 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. The daily recognition program is in- 
tended as a national tribute of the highest 
order to every single American who makes a 
difference in the life of someone in need. 





The President extends his appreciation to 
the following: 


January 2 


Senior Health and Peer Counseling Center, of 
Santa Monica, CA. The Senior Health and Peer 
Counseling Center provides free or low-cost 
health screening to Santa Monica’s senior citi- 
zens. It also serves as a placement facility 
where medical, nursing, and pharmacy stu- 
dents can gain valuable experience helping the 
elderly. In addition, volunteers are trained by 
the center to provide peer counseling, in Eng- 
lish or Spanish, to seniors who need help, such 
as the handicapped and mentally ill and those 
who just need a friend. Special attention is 
given to seniors who have difficulty living 
alone or are in danger of becoming homeless. 





January 3 


Sophia Jeffery, of Springfield, MA. Under Sophia 
Jeffery’s leadership, residents of the Upper Hill 
and Bay neighborhoods in Springfield have 
joined together to make their communities 
safe, decent places to live. Ms. Jeffery has re- 
cruited groups of residents to purchase run- 
down buildings and transform them into 
decent homes for themselves and their fami- 
lies. She has also organized these people to 
reclaim their neighborhoods from drugs and 
crime. 


January 4 


Senior Center Foster Grandparents Program, of 
Charlottesville, VA. Under this program, mem- 
bers of the Charlottesville Senior Center are 
matched with one or two children in Char- 
lottesville schools, or even an entire class. Sen- 
iors talk to the children and share their life 
experiences, in the process providing some 
needed adult contact to young people whose 
parents work all day. 


January 5 


MOVE (Mobilization of Volunteer Efforts), of 
St. Michael’s College in Winooski, VT. MOVE 
was founded in 1986 to encourage the students 
of this small liberal arts college to engage in 
service to others. During the 1988-89 academ- 
ic year, more than 400 students performed 
over 20,000 hours of community work. MOVE 
offers students a wide variety of volunteer ini- 
tiatives from which to choose. Current projects 
are targeted at youth, senior citizens, the phys- 
ically handicapped, and the homeless. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





January 1 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush left Houston, TX, and flew to Mont- 
gomery, AL, where they visited the home of 
Ray and Susan Scott. In the evening, they 
returned to Washington, DC. 


Administration of George Bush, 1990 


January 2 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Lincoln, MA, to attend fu- 
neral services for Alexander Ellis II, the 
President’s brother-in-law. In the afternoon, 
the President and Mrs. Bush returned to 
Washington, DC. 


January 3 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the evening, the President telephoned 
Gen. Maxwell Thurman, commander of 
SOUTHCOM, to discuss the situation in 
Panama. 


January 4 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Secretary of Defense Richard B. 
Cheney; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the morning, the President spoke on 

the telephone with Pope John Paul II about 
the situation in Panama. 


January 5 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
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Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Attorney General Richard L. Thorn- 
burgh; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Wednesday, November 22, no nomi- 
nations were submitted during the period 
covered by this issue. The second session of 
the 101st Congress will convene on January 
23, 1990. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





Note: All releases issued by the Office of 
the Press Secretary during the period cov- 
ered by this issue and received by the 
Office of the Federal Register have been 
printed in this issue. 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: The President completed his consider- 
ation of acts and joint resolutions passed 
during the first session of the 101st Con- 
gress on December 19. 
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